1914]     THE   BATTLE   JOINED   IN   THE   WEST

The Belgian general refused, and an infantry attack
was launched forthwith between Embourg and
Boncelles. It was beaten off with heavy loss to the
assault. That afternoon the Germans, hard pressed
for time and now strengthened by a supply of
medium heavy pieces, opened a new bombardment.
All night the German infantry attacked, regardless
of losses, and by the morning of the 6th had filtered
through the circle of forts, and was marching on the
city. By that afternoon the Belgian infantry and
artillery were falling back on Liege. The retreat
was necessarily hurried, and there was no time to
destroy the Meuse bridges ; but Leman succeeded
in his purpose, and himself took up position in Fort
Loncin, which commanded the plateau and the rail-
way line to France.

That night the 14th German Brigade encamped
on the heights of La Chartreuse, overlooking the city.
Its general having fallen, it was led by the deputy
Chief of Staff of Billow's II. Army, who had been sent
to accompany Emrnich. His name was von Luden-
dorff. It is a name which will appear many times
in the course of this history, and now his quickness
of conception and high personal courage were mainly
responsible for the German success. On the morning
of the 7th he went alone with the brigade adjutant
to the citadel of Li^ge and received its surrender.
Terms were arranged with the Burgomaster and the
Bishop, and the Germans marched in.

The line of the southern forts had been pierced,
though none of them had yet fallen. But it was the
forts on the north bank of the Meuse in which lay

33